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Pretest
The participant, Rachel, read an article published in the New York Daily News titled, “Supreme Court rules it’s unconstitutional to sentence juveniles to life in prison without parole for murder”. Being that she is 37 years old and has lived in the United States for 16 years, I choose a text that would challenge her. 
1) Are you able to recognize the building in the picture? 
It looks like building from Washington, you know, the government building.  
2) According to title, predict what this text might acknowledge. 
I predicted the law will pass. 
3) What is the meaning of the word juvenile as it is used in the title?
Juvenile means, you know, uh, the young person.  David is juvenile (her son). 
4) What is the meaning of the word parole as it is used in the title?
Parole, a person who freed.  
She is asked to read the passage aloud once. During Reading Questions: 
1) According to information provided in the summary, what state did the murder occur? Provide evidence. 
I, uh, don’t see anything. She grabs her glasses and skims through it again. Alabama. The murder happen in Alabama. It’s who Miller (she points to the vs.) is versing. She turns to me for reassurance. 
2) What does unconstitutional mean in the sentence you just read?
Unconstitutional means, you know, illegal or not allowed to happen. 
She read at a steady pace. The most common mistake she made was eliminating the prepositions and substituting words. Her substitutions were words that either looked similar or were read in the wrong tense. For example, she said throw instead of threw and change instead of chance in the sentence: 
The high court on Monday threw out Americans’ ability to send children to prison for the rest of their lives with no chance of ever getting out. 
The main issue with her reading a different word instead of the correct word is that will change the meaning of the statement if she does not notice her mistake. Also, I noticed that she neglected to say the –s and -ed at the end of some words but this was inconsistent. There are various reasons for this, such as, Hebrew determining past tense and plural words differently. It could also be that they don’t have the –s and –ed sound placed at the end of words.    
After Reading
This is testing her vocabulary and comprehension skills. 
1) Besides murder, what other crimes did Evan Miller commit during the time of the killing? 
a. Embezzlement and fraud 
b. Extortion and Identity theft 
c. Vandalism and forgery 
d. Arson and robbery 
2) Evan Miller had a partner in crime. What is his/her name? 
a. Robert Trace 
b. Kenneth Palms 
c. Judith Neer
d. Colby A. Smith 
3) Colby A. Smith testified against Evan Miller. Why did he do this?  
a. He is the victim’s brother. 
b. His is the victim’s friend. 
c. His own sentence would be reduced. 
d. He is a witness unaffiliated with the crime. 
4) The Alabama Court of Criminal appeals thought ______________ but the Supreme Court disagreed. : 
a.  Evan Miller should be given the death sentence 
b. Evan Miller should only be given probation because of his young age. 
c. Evan Miller was innocent. 
d. Evan Miller’s sentence was light compared to his crime. 
5) This case led to the following decision: 
a. Juveniles cannot be sentenced to life in prison without possibility of parole. 
b. Juveniles can only be sentenced to life In prison without possibility of parole if they’ve committed a viscous murder. 
c. Juveniles should only be placed In a juvenile delinquent center for they crime they have committed. 
d. All juveniles will now be charged as adults. 
She answered all five questions correctly. I have determined that she does not struggled with reading comprehension and vocabulary. 
Written Portion
Directions: Write a short paragraph (4-5 sentences) that exhibits your opinion about the article.
Evan Miller commit crime at age 14 and is the juvenile. I think his crime he commit is awful! I think that punishment must be strict. I do not think he need to stay in the prison his life.  He could change. 
The writing portion seemed to be the part she struggled with the most. Though she moved to the states over a decade ago, her writing doesn’t translate well grammatically. Through this short writing piece, I noticed that she left out the inflectional affixes that determined past tense. Also, she has not fully mastered the placement of correct prepositions. 
Analysis: 

Through the pre-test, I have determined that she is an advanced reader but struggles with speaking and writing. During the reading portion, she substitute and eliminated words in the text. The writing portion illustrated that she needs assistance with inflectional affixes and prepositions. I feel that it was the most challenging for her. 
Link to article: http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/supreme-court-rules-unconstitutional-sentence-juveniles-life-prison-parole-murder-article-1.1102034
SIOP Lesson Plan 

Topic: Using suffixes to determine past tense and plural 
Grade/Class: Adult Education/Advanced learner 

Date: June 25, 2012 

Content Objectives: 

· Students will be able to: 
· Define an inflectional suffix. 
· Identify words with inflectional suffixes that determine past tense or plural. 
· Compare words with inflectional suffixes. 
· Apply suffixes to root words. 
· Write a paragraph using inflectional suffixes grammatically correct. 
Language Objectives: 
· Conversation: 
The student will be able to interact in English with teacher one-on-one. 
· Grammar: 
The student will be able to apply inflectional suffixes correctly. 
· Reading: 
The student will be able to read a news article. 
· Vocabulary: 
The student will be able to define and suffix, past tense, plural, wildfire, hills, billowed, flames, flared, firefighters, affected, residents.  
· Writing: 
The student will be able to write a short story about a natural disaster that happened in the past that he or she can remember. 
Materials: 
· Pens
· Paper 
· Computer
· “Thousands Flee Ferocious Fire In Colorado Springs”, written by The Associated Press. 
· Worksheets (charts) 
Higher Order Questions: 
· How could you apply your knowledge of suffixes to the short story you are going to write? 
· How is the suffix –s different from –ed? 
· Can you identify the words that have suffixes attached in the first three paragraphs?
Teacher Activities: 
Links to Students’ Past Experience: 
The teacher will display past tense and plural words in their native language. The student will be asked to determine what makes the words plural or past tense. 
Teacher links to Prior Learning: 
The teacher will display a chart using one root word and the suffix, -s and –ed attached to that root word. The teacher will ask the student to point out the difference between these three words. The teacher will briefly reiterate their usages. 
Key Vocabulary: 
suffix, past tense, plural, wildfire, hills, billowed, flames, flared, firefighters, affected, residents.  
Comprehensible Input: 

The teacher will show student a chart that compares one root word used three different ways. 
	Walk
	Walks 
	Walked 



The student will be asked to identify the difference between these three words. The teacher can guide her to the correct answer if she is struggling. The teacher will ask the student to point out why one word is present, one is plural and the other word is past tense. After the student defines their differences, the teacher will display another chart that compares one root word used in different ways. She will highlight the suffixes this time. 
	Play
	Play-s 
	Play-ed 



The teacher will reiterate what they just went over to reassure herself that the student understands the material. She will briefly explain that the suffix –s is used to determine plural and –ed is used for past tense. 

The teacher will display a chart with only root words and two open spots next to it. The teacher will ask the student to fill in the blank spots with the plural and past tense of the root word. For example: 
	Root Word 
	Plural
	Past Tense 

	Jump 
	Jumps
	Jumped 

	Billow 
	
	

	Dive
	
	



The teacher will monitor the student as it is completed. After the worksheet is finished, the teacher will hand the student a news article titled, “Thousands Flee Ferocious Fire in Colorado Springs”, written by The Associated Press. The student will be asked to read the article to herself. The teacher will ask the student to give a brief summary. 
The student will be instructed to read the first three paragraphs of the news article and highlight each word with that ends with the suffix –s or –ed. The student will be asked to fill in a chart, separating the root word from the suffix. The student will have to determine if the suffix makes the word plural or past tense. For example: 
	Root Word 
	Suffix 
	Plural or Past Tense 

	Resident 
	-s
	Plural 

	Home
	-s
	Plural 

	Billow 
	-ed
	Past tense 



The teacher will ask the student to write a short story (1-2 paragraphs) about a natural disaster that he or she can still recall. If the student cannot remember a specific natural disaster, the student will be asked to write about a storm that occurred recently.  The teacher will ask the student questions to trigger his or her memory, such as: What happens to the streets when it snows? What happens to the leaves on the trees during a rainstorm? 

The teacher will emphasize that it is important to make verbs past tense and nouns plural if there are more than one throughout writing the short story.   
Modifications: 
· The student will be allowed to use a dictionary for any words they are unfamiliar with. The student will be given permission to ask the teacher, as well. 
· The teacher will monitor the student as the word is being done to ensure all students understand the material.
Post Test
The post-test is being administered to Rachel to assess her newfound depth of knowledge on the use of inflectional suffixes. 
Before Reading: 
Directions: Fill out chart by making the root word plural then past tense. 
	Root word 
	Plural 
	Past Tense 

	Boot
	Boots
	Booted 

	Kill
	Kills 
	Killed

	Happen
	Happens 
	Happened 

	Love 
	Loves
	Loved 


Bonus: 
	Hear 
	Hears 
	Heared 


She performed extremely well during this task. The only thing she got wrong was part of the bonus question. The bonus question indicated that she is unfamiliar with some of the words that aren’t rule bound. 
During Reading:
The student will be asked to sit at a computer. She will read a short text titled, “Wild Horses Killed”. 
The student made similar mistakes as she read out loud in comparison to how she performed during her pretest. I believe the test might pressure her to read fast and cause her to eliminate and substitute words. She also struggled to read and add on the grammatically correct suffix to a word. 
After Reading: 
The student will be given another text but this text will be grammatically incorrect. The teacher will instruct the student to correct all of the mistakes. Everything is red is what the student fixed. 
A man's son is leaving California to stay safe. The boy was threatened (past tense) at school. A group of kids (plural) said they were (This is past tense but does not use –ed) going to hurt him. The group of boys said they were going to shoot him. They wanted (past tense) him dead because of his race. The boy said he was very scared (past tense). The boy and his father told people at the school about the threats (plural). The father said that they did not do anything about it. The father called the police and filed (past tense) a report. 

The father and son are very upset. They think the school should have taken care of the problem. They decided (past tense) that the boy should leave the state in order to stay safe. People from the school say that they take all threats (plural) seriously. They are looking into the threats (plural). They also say that it takes time to find out exactly what happened (past tense). 

Final Assessment: 
Rachel did excellent on all three components. I believe her biggest struggle is applying the concept to writing and speaking. The post-test illustrated that Rachel can identify suffixes that indicate past tense and plurality, which demonstrates that she is well aware of the grammatical structure. Though I wish she would apply this concept to her speech, it is hard to change that linguistic feature when she has been speaking Hebrew 21 years of her life. 
Further Assistance:
In order to assist Rachel with inflectional suffixes, I would continue to provide her with readings that include past tense verbs and plural nouns. I would monitor Rachel’s writing and address the mistakes she makes. With consistent efforts, she will be able to improve her writing skills with her use of inflectional suffixes. 
Reflection

Being that this assignment was hands on, I was able to practice different teaching methods that I have learned. I was able to assess and educate a student based on what she needed. This case study made me realize how vital it is to be aware of what students struggle to understand. Assessing and giving a lesson based on that assessment is an efficient way to assist diverse learners. This case study made me curious as to how it would be to work with a younger child or a student who is at a beginner level. I found that this case study heightened my knowledge about assessing and meeting the needs of a diverse learner. 

